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March 11. 2026
Prayer on the Fifteenth Anniversary of the
Great East Japan Earthquake
(Inspired by Psalm 23 )

Disaster Relief Committee of Tohoku Baptist Union

The Lord is our shepherd,
on that day, and even today.

O Lord, fifteen years have passed.

When we remember the lives that were lost,
the pain still dwells deep within our hearts.
We remember the trembling earth, the cries,
the rushing waves, and the collapsed homes.
We remember those who lost their lives,
their communities, and the places they once called
home.

You stood with us in our wordless lament,
and walked with us, even as we wept.

O Lord,
you lead the wounded and the weary
to green pastures and to still waters.
You heal our souls
and guide us along the right paths.

Yet, O Lord, look upon this nation.
Though we have experienced the irreversible pain
and hard lessons of a nuclear power plant accident,
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we see the reality that the restart of nuclear power

has already been chosen.

We know how easily memory fades.

Past pain and sorrow grow distant,

and more people now live without knowing that day.
Grant us hearts that do not forget,
hearts that choose the protection of life

over profit and efficiency.

Even when we walk through the valley
of the shadow of death,
we will not fear,
for you are with us.
By your hand,

support those who mourn

and give strength to the weary.
Even in the midst of hardship,

you provide what we need.

Fill our hearts with your peace.

O Lord,
may your lovingkindness and mercy
follow us all the days of our lives.
Wherever we may be,
help us to remain in your name,
to hold fast to hope,
and to walk forward in trust.
We entrust to you all that cannot be put into words,
and we offer this prayer
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Amen.
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